March 17, 20100

Mr. Richard Dickerson
Dickersen tor City Council

REDACTED

v’/ Ms. Betty Dickerson
Dickerson for City Council

REDACTED

Warning Letter Re: FPPC No. 10/096, Dickerson for City Council; Richard Dickerson:
Betty Dickerson, Treasurer, Respondents

Pear Mr. and Ms. Dickersen:

The Fair Political Practices Commission (the “FPPC™) enforees the provisions ot the
Political Retorm Act (the “Aee™) found in Governmend Code section 31000, ot seq. This fetter
15 in response to a complaint tiled agamst you that afleged vou used campaign tunds for a

persenal purpose when the committee made reimbursements to Betty Dickerson durinyg the

Dickerson for City Council campaign,

The FPPC has completed s investiuation of the ficts in this case, Specifically, the FPPC

ajtl
found that the ailegation made by the complatnant 1s unfounded i that the committee made
renmbursemants o Betty Dickersoy for campargnerelated expendittires. Atter vur review v vour

vampatuit statements, we detenmied that the commitiee Suled 1o itomize the expenditures made
by Ms. Dickersen on behalf of the commuttee, byt at eur yequest the commuitee has amended is

CHMPRIYN SLACments o ilamize those expenses.,
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The Act provides that the a campaign committee is required to disclose the ame, street
GG
expenditure of 300 or more was mude by an agent or contractor on behalf of the committee.
(Section 8421 1{k}6).) These payments, referred to as “subvendor payments,” are reported on
Schedule Gof the Form 460, You were provided with an excerpt from the campaign disclosure

idress, amount of expenditure and a briet description of the consideration for which cach

rrrunial that ifustrates how subvendor pavments are reportod,
I3 -

Anuther method by which the campaign ean make expenditures is to dedicate a credit
card for campaign purposes only. The committee can then charge expenditures on the campaign
credit card, but the card must not be used for personal purposes and the commitiee pays the
credit card vendor directly. (You can refer to Manual 2 for focal candidates at page 6-22 for a
discussion on pavments through a credit card)

Your actions vielated the Act because the committee failed to itemize the expenditures
made by Betty Dickerson on behalf of the committee. However, since you have amended your
campaign statements and provided copies ot invoices and billings substantiating the
expenditures, we are closing this matter without action.

This letter serves as a written warning. The information in this matter will be retained
and may be considered should an enforcement action beeome necessary based on newly
discovered information or future conduct, Faiture to comply with the provisions of the Act in the
future will result in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for cach violation.

A wanung letter is an FPPC case resolution withont administrative prosecution or fine.
Flowever, the warning letter resolution dees not provide you with the opportunity for a probable
cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices
Commission. I you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that vour case
proceed with prosecution rather than a waming, please notify us within ten (10} days from the
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed
with administrative prosecution of this case. [ we do not receive such notification, this warning
fetter will be posted on the FPPC's website ten (10) days from the date of this letter.

Please teel free to contact me with any guestions veu may have regarding this fetter,
Smerely,

cary y Wik, Chief
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